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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF PROPERTY. the Old purchase, in which they are situated. Copies 


Report of the Bo of the said lists were transmitted tothe Deputy Survey- 
Ft eae ore? hat it henee e ors of their respective counties as directed by the first 
12, 1833, . section of said act. Y 

After these lists were again returned by the said Depu- 
ty Surveyors, with their reports thereon as far as ascer- 
tained,the Surveyor General caused Tickets to be made 
out for calculation of the amount due on the following 
number of surveys, of which the owners and occupiers 
had been reported, directed to the Secretary of the 

Land Office, preparatory to bringing suits, as directed 

by the third section of said act, viz. 

In the years 1822-23 there were 1312 tickets issued. 




















Harrisburg, Dec. 7, 1833. 
Sir—We have the honour to enclose a report, made 
ia conformity with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the sixth day of April last, and are 
Very respecttully, 
Your obedient servants, 
SAML. M’KEAN, 


Boarp or Prorerty se 





JACOB SPANGLER, 1823-24 981 
S. WORKMAN.,. 1824-25 999 
How. James Frnptar, Ese. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Total, 3292 
oe on which calculations were accordingly made in that 
Boarp or Prorerty Room, office. ; 
December 7th, 1833, é When these calculations were completed, the Secre- 


tary of the Land Office was about to order suits to be 
instituted generally, but it was ascertained that in se- 
veral of the counties there were arrangements made for 
Gentlemen—In obedience to a resolution passed by | resisting payment, on the ground that the additional 
the House of Representatives on the sixth of April last, | charge of interest under the act of 25th January, 1816, 
as fullows, viz. ‘* Resolved that the Board of Property | commonly considered compound interest, was an “‘ille- 
be and they are hereby directed to prepare and report | gal claim” on the part of the State. In order to have 
to this House on or before the fifteenth day of Decem- | the matter brought to a trial without expense to the 
ber next, what has been done, or what steps taken to | Commonwealth, or oppressive costs to the debtors, the 
comply with the requisitions of an act passed the twen- Secretary of the Land Office, in the month of October, 
ty-second of March, 1820, entitled ‘* An act directing | 1828, forwarded official certificates of the amounts due 
the recovery of the principal and interest due to the | on six tracts respectively, within three of the counties 
Commonwealth from persons holding lands by virtue of where opposition to payment was most manifest, to the 
locations or other office titles issued from and under the | deputies of the Attorney General, with instructions to 
Proprietary Government and for other purposes; and an | institute suits against the reported owners of the land, 
act passed the eleventh of April, 1825, explanatory and | Suits were brought accordingly, but in consequence of 
supplementary to said act; and also an act passed eighth | the act of the 8th April, 1829, and the supplements 
April, 1826, on that subject; That said report exhibit | thereto, prolonging the time allowed for making pay- 
a statement shewing as far as it can be ascertained the | ments, no more suits could be instituted, and it has been 
number of tracts and the aggregate number of acres in | considered that it would not be equitable to press those 
each county, the owners or oecupiers of which have | already commenced, 
been ascertained, and which shall at the time of making Afier the acts of the 11th April, 1825, explanatory 
the report still remain unpatented,showing also the num- | and supplementary to the act of the twenty-second 
ber of tracts and aggregate number ofacres in each coun- | March, 1820, andthe act of 8th April, 1826, on that 
ty, which shall not have been ascertained and the reasons | subject, were passed, and the time for bringing suits 
thereof, showing further the number of tracts and ag- | extended, the Surveyor General caused lists to be made 
gregate number of acres in each county, which in the | out, of all the warrants and locations in his office under 
progress of the enquiry may have been found to be held | the Proprietary Government, ‘‘on which no surveys had 
y prior grants and therefore lost to the grantees, to- | heretofcre been returned.” The Board of Property, 
gether with any other information the Board may think | after having given public notice to receive proposals 
necessary for the information of the Legislature in re- | for contracts, in 1827 and 1828, made written contracts 
lation to the subject, and whether any further legal | with ‘suitable persons,” in all the counties within the 
provisions are necessary to enable the Board of Pro- | old purchase, for which those lists were made out, to 
perty to carry more fully into effect the laws above re- perform the duties required by the first and second sec- 
cited.” tions of the act of the 11th April, 1825, within the time 
Wehave the honour to report, that agreeably to the pro- specified in their contracts. The Surveyor General 
ne of the act of the 22d March,1820, entitled “An act | had copies of lists No. 1 and 2, transmitted to the con- 
directing the recovery of the principal and interest due | tractors, agreeably to the provisions of the aforesaid 
the Commonwealth from persons holding lands by vir- | acts. : 
tue of locations and other office titles, issued from and | The board regret that they are not in possession of 
under the Proprietary Government, and for other pur- {the materials, to enable them to furnish a complete 
poses,” the Surveyor General bad lists made out, of all | statement of all the information required by tie afore- 
the surveys on file in this office on those rights, for | said resolution; as the returns have not yet been com. 


a on" had issued, ’ all the counties within ' pleted or received from all the contractors, notwithstand- 
oL. . 


To the Honourable the House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
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CE eer a 


ing the Surveyor General, during the last summer, addressed circulars to delinquent contractors, requiring them 
to complete their contracts and make settlement with the board of property without delay. 

Although a considerable time has elapsed since the expiration of the time when their contracts were to have 
been completed, yet final returns have only been received from some,and settlement made in part by other con- 
tractors, as stated in the following table, which will exhibit the information required, so far as it could be made 


out from their reports and returns, 








A B, 
No. of Acres No. of Acres 
of which the of which the No.ofAcr’s 


Tracts.|cupiers have/Tracts.|cupiers 
been = ascer- 


























} 


REMARKS. 
have} Tracts. |held by pri- 
or rights, 























tained. certained 
Armstrong, 19 5123.26 00 00 00 Final return and settlement. 
Adams, * 00 00 0 00 00 Cont’or dec’d,no new C. made 
Allegheny. 173 44638.42 500.00 50 1426.58 Final return and settlement. 
Berks, 944 80667 .62| 577 60381.150 122} 6873.42)Final return and settlement, 
Bucks, 116 7656.24, 163) 16463.145 17} 2695.122)Final return and settlement. 
Bedford, 376} 99203.119} 420) 101139.34 20 4480, 110)Final return and sett. [cont’r. 
Bradford, 00 00 00 00 00 00\No ret’n of survey rec’d from 
Beaver, 6 1571.30 00 00 00 00 Final return and settlement. 
Cumberland,* 0 00 00 00 00 00'\No return rec’d from cont’r, 
Cambria, 541  16597.93| 23, 6463.126| 00 00Final return and settlement. 
Centre, * 00 00 00 00 00 00 No return from contractor, 
Chester, 78 9021,154) 595 67230.10 5} 519.68 Final return and settlement. 
Clearfield, 39 1036 39 300,00 2} 586.79 Final return and settlement, 
Columbia, * 00 00 00 00 0 00.No return from contractor, 
Dauphin, 129 20039.7; 47 67755 91 23| 3213,141/Final return and settlement. 
Delaware,* 00 00 0 00 00 00.No return from contractor. 
Franklin, 566 73492.111 29 48055. 89 131) 20272.51)/Final return and settlement. 
Fayette, 77 19476.72 2 5689 58 8} 2299.12 Final return and settlement. 
Greene, 10 2816.43 13 $249.00 2} 600.00\Final return and settlement. 
Huntingdon, 313{  73925,111) 318i 105456.85) 167/17491,121/Final return and settlement. 
Indiana, 86 21623.149 1607 .80 9| 2254.120/Final return and settlement. 
Lancaster, 170 18496.11] 281 31687.8 2}  192.00)In part—seen this report. 
Lehigh, 521} 35230.115} 421) 29465.114 3} 313. 147| Final return and settlement. 
Luzerne, 31 8159.75} 187 54649.83 98| 20445.51\Final return and settlement. 
Lycoming, 46} 10606,126) 165 48319.80| 222) 64423.53 Final return and settlement. 
Lebanon,* 00 00 00 00 00 000|No report from contractor. 
Montgomery, 00 00 00 00 00 000 Return made by cont’or, but 


Mifflin&Juniata,, S49) 58665.139) 198 


| again withd’n as incorrect. 


43359,40) 95|14169.104 Final return and settlement, 


Northumber!’d,* 00 00 00 00 00 000.No report from contractor. 
Northampton, ® 00 00 00 00 00 000 No report from contraetor. 
Pike, 103 15335.38} 34 5491.30} 00 000 Return in part. 

Perry, 269 38513.65} 202} 36618.141 00 000) Final report and settlement. 
Schuylkill,* 00 00 00 00 00 000\No report from contractor. 
Susquehanna, 14 7299.80 2100.00 00 000 Final report and settlement. 
Somerset, * 00 00 00 00 00 000,No report from contractor. 
Union, 67 8945.115 1 2031.1 5} 733.38)Settlement in part. 

Wayne,* 09 00}. 00 00 00 000|No report from contractor. 
Westmoreland, 281 75441.49 25 7026.61 95; 27823 .20|Final report and settleat. 























Washington, 00 00} 00 00} 00 000)\Sett. in part—see this report. 
York, 1020} 110943.142) 249 30713.3} 171)18683.139)|Final return and settlement, 
Total, 5872] 873,855.91' 4695' 775,754.19) 1240,/251,340,36 


It will be observed that the columns marked A and B, 
contain the aggregate or whole number of tracts and 
acres in each county, of which the owners and occupi- 
ers have been ascertained. Those in the columns mark- 
ed B, interfere with, or are covered by prior rights. In 
the counties marked thus*, partial reports were made 
by the Deputy Surveyors, on list No. 1, in pursuance of 
the act of the 22d March, 1820; but as no reports have 
yet been received from the contractors for said coun- 
_ on lists No. 2, it was deemed unnecessary to insert 

em. 

Various reasons are assigned by the contractors, 
**why the owners and occupiers have not been ascer- 
tained,” of the tracts inserted under that head in the 
proses table; but in all cases where final returns 

ave been made, they reported those which were fur- 
nished to be all they could find. In most cases, the 
reason was imputed to the very vague description of 





many of the old warrants and applications; especially 
those entered in list No, 2, from which alone it was im- 
practicable to ascertain where to apply them, to make 
surveys and returns upon them, with the names of their 
owners and occupiers, agreeably to their contracts, with- 
out other information which they could not obtain. Ma- 
ny of these old rights have probably been abandoned, 
and since covered by other rights. 

In other cases, particularly in Lancaster county, 
where there still appears to be a large proportion of the 
land held under old office rights, remaining unreturned 
and unpatented, the contractors have recently a 
in their lists, with which but little comparatively 
been done, especially list No. 2, in consequence as they 
stated, which is corroborated by other respectable per- 
son$, that the excitement in that county was so great, 
that not only every information was withheld from the 
contractors in relation to their lands, but personal vio- 
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lence threatened, if they attempted to make surveys. 
After a great loss of time and pecuniary sacrifice, the 
contractors deemed it necessary for their personal safe- 
ty to desist, and report accordingly. 

In a communication to the board it is stated, that the 
unpatented lands in that part of the county where the 
excitement prevails, is of an inferior quality, and was 
settled at so early-a period, at a very high rate, that the 
claim of the Commonwealth would probably exceed 
its present value. The owners would be satisfied to 





pay what might be considered an equitable price, but if 


the claims of the State were enforced, many who are not 
able to meet it would be compelled to abandon their 
lands, with their improvements. Whether any Legis- 
lative provisions should be made to encourage the pa- 
tenting, by rendering the price more equitable, of that 
class of land, will be for the Legislature to determine. 

The contractor for Washington county reports, that 
with the exception of the few tracts returned, he has 
been unable to discoyer any others held under proprie- 
tary rights. In that county they are generally held by 
Virginia certificates, and other rights, as will appear 
from the following extract from his report: 

** That I have used all due diligence to perform the 
duties of my contract, but have not been able to find the 
land mentioned in said lists, so as to identify the same, 
except in a few cases, which are marked on the lists 
which I returned to the Surveyor General’s Office. And 
from all the information I can obtain, after three years’ 
diligent inquiry, and often going out of my way several 
miles to obtain information, I find that there is little if 
any unpatented land in this county held under any of 
the titles in the aforesaid lists; most of the unpatented 
land in this county is held by settlement right, without 
any office title, or by Pennsylvania warrants and by 
Virginia certificates.” 

Some of the contractors, from whom no returns have 
been received, it is understood are deceased; others 
have applied to be indulged with further time, in conse- 

uence of the number of old office rights within their 
istricts, which, from their vague descriptions and other 
difficulties, could not be completed in the time requir- 
ed. 

The Board deem it proper to state, that from the par- 
tial returns made by contractors, it isimpossible for them 
to say what number of tracts, or how many millions 
ofacresremain unpatented; but are satisfied that the 
amount due the Commonwealth from that source must 
be very considerable. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SAM’L M’KEAN, 
JACOB SPANGLER. 
5S. WORKMAN. 


To the Hon. Jamzs Frxvrar, 
Speuker of the House of Representatives, 





From the Harrisburg Reporter. 
EXHIBITION OF THE BLIND. 


Agreeably to previous arrangements, the pupils from 
the Pennsylvania Institute for instruction of the 
blind, were introduced into the chamber of the House 
of Representatives, yesterday, afternoon, and examin- 
ed in the various branches of education to which their 
attention has been directed. ‘They were accompanied 
from Philadelphia by their teacher Mr. Julius R. Fried- 
lander, and a committee consisting of B. W. Richards, 
Edward Coleman and John U, Frailey, Esqrs. who 
were present at the examination, which was conducted 
by Mr. Friedlander. It will be recollected by our rea- 
ders, that this institution is of recent origin, and that 
instructions were commenced there only about nine 
months ago. Much could not, therefore, in reason be 
expected; still we believe that the proficiency exhibit- 
ed by the pupilsin spelling, reading, writing, geogra- 

phy, music, &c, far exceeded public expectation, For 
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See 


ourselves, we confess, that we had not before conceiv- 
ed it possible for those unfortunate beings, deprived of 
the most useful avenue to the acquirements of know- 
ledge, even to make that progress in the rudiments of 
education, as these in question have already attained. 
A method seems to have been discovered, by which the 
rays of knowledge may be admitted into the minds of 
the blind, affording them a mental light to mitigate the 
enduring darkness—the privation of a sense through 
which we derive the greatest share of our pleasures 
and enjoyments. Humanity rejoices in the discovery. 

The examination was attended by the Governor, 
Heads of Department, Members of both branches of 
the Legislature, and as many citizens as the Hall would 
contain, numbering, at least one thousand. A deep in- 
terest was manifested by all,in the various performances 
of the pupils. The recitations, singing, music upon 
instruments, on which all played in concert, elicited 
repeated bursts of applause. Indeed, a more interest- 
ing exhibition is seldom witnessed. The unfortunates 
were of themselves objects of the kindest compassion— 
appealing directly to the most active sympathies of hu- 
manity—add to this the surprising evidences which 
they exhibited, to prove that the 5lind are not shut out 
from the advantages of mental cultivation; that we still 
have it in our power to soften the condition of this ill- 
fated portion of our race, and we think all will concede 
the great interest of the scene. 

We understand, that this institution is asking an en- 
dowment from the State. A competent appropriation 
for this object, would, we are fwlly pursaaded, meet 
the cordial approbation of the people. We cannot con- 
ceive where the public munificence could be exercis- 
ed on a more praiseworthy and humane institution, 

B. W. Richards, Esq. delivered the following ap- 
propriate address at the commencement of the exer- 
cises:— 

I am requested by my colleagues to present a few 
remarks preliminary to the exhibition. 1 cannot hope 
to offer any thing worthy the attention of this intelli- 
gent and distinguished audience. It is proper however, 
briefly to notice the origin and progress of this infant 
institution. Sometime in November, 1832, Mr. Fried- 
lander, the respectadle principal of this school, came to 
our city. 

He had been instructed in the schools of Germany, 
Prussia and Paris, and came with the express design of 
founding an institution for the blind in our country. 
He soon attracted the attention of several of our be- 
nevolent citizens, and through the intervention of Mr. 
Vaughaa, obtained a single pupil whom he carefully in- 
structed at his own lodgings. His rapid success with 
this pupil commanded confidence in bis skill and fideli- 
ty, and in Jan. 1833, a society was formed, contribu- 
tions were made, a board of managers appointed, and 
subsequently in March, the school wasopened. Under 

eat disadvantages, a very high degree of success has 
attended the institution. The pupils before you can 
read, write, and have a knowledge of arithmetic, ge- 
ography, music and of several handicraft arts. The ca- 
pacity of the blind to receive and impart instruction, so 
satisfactorily developed in this institution, has been 
known from the earliest period. The transcendant 
powers of Homer and Milton, and the extraordinary 
attainments of Saunderson, Schoonberger and others, 
are familiar to this audience. Th2 ability of the blind 
to attain eminent success in any branch of science or 
knowledge to which their minds may be directed, has 
its reason ina correct analysis of the faculties of the 
human mind. That power of vision which is thesource 
to us of most of our ideas, is at the same time the aven- 
ue to those distracting thoughts and those fleeting and 
flitting images which cross our minds, and prevent the 
concentration of our powers upon the object of mental 
pursuit. The blind are undisturbed by these confused 
and transient images,and can direct their energies with 
a precision and singleness of purpose to the object they 
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seck toattain. It was the Abbe Hauy who established 
the first school for the instruction of the blind at Paris. 
He was attracted to this effort by the extraordinary at- 
tainments ofa blind lady at that time in Paris. It is 
worthy of particular notice,that the first pupils of Hauy 
were taken from the streets of Paris, where they were 
carried about by mountebanks and showmen to minister 
to the pleasures ofan idle populace. Such has frequent- 
ly been the degradation of the blind. Schools for the 
blind were subsequently established in Russia,Germany, 
Prussia, Switzerland, England,and recently in our own 
country. The most of these schools have been aided 
by their respective governments. But I forbear to de- 
tain you longer. Gentlemen of the legislature, is not 
this object worthy your patronage? It is not only to 
benefit these unfortunate, but to render them compe- 
tent to benefit others, that we invoke your aid. 

The blind, the uninstructed, uneducated blind, are 
the most helpless and dependent of all the unfortunate. 
The deaf and dumb can call around him and can feast 
his eyes upon a thousand images of pleasure. Not so 
the blind. To himall is darkness perpetual and unmiti- 
gated. Tohim nothing ever shines. He sympathises 
not with the crowd around him, and for the most part is 
a stranger to our joys. He shrinks into the dark re- 
cesses of his own mind, and dreams in moody silence of 
the fancied pleasures given so liberally to others; to him 
denied. . Despondency,suspicion, envy, moroseness are 
the characteristics of some, while others as if in mad de- 
fiance, plunge recklessly into vice and crime to the deep 

i of their friends, and to their own destruction. 

Who has not sympathised with the dark and moody 
solitude of the blind? that deep and pensive melancho- 
ly which sometimes overwhelms them, or who may not 
have shuddered at that almost impious recklessness with 
which they sometimes rush into gross and brutal sen- 
suality. 

It is to rescue these unfortunates from such a fate, it 
is that you may impart to them a ray of that light which 


- js from Heaven, it is that you may remove the veil that 


separates them from the beautiful and glorious objects 
of creation, that we invoke your aid. You may not in- 
deed restore their sight, but by means of instruction, 
ou can open to them anew world, impart to them new 
fe, and shed upon their intellectual orbs a beam,a flood 
of light, which shall shine forever. This is not fan- 
cy. The instructed blind do indeed enter a new 
world. 

I cannot better illustrate this than by relating an ac- 
ecdote of one of these pupils. He is the child of poor 
parents, and was known in his own family by one of 
our estimable physicians, as a dull and melancholy boy. 
He wastaken by Mr. Friedlander without the know- 
ledge of the er and after he had received in- 
struction, and had by rapid improvement developed an 
active and intelligent mind, he became unwell, and was 
returned to his family to receive medical attendance. 
His physician was sent for, and the boy received him 
with an animated and happy face. Care and anxiety 
had vanished. Doctor, said he with great joy, I can 
read, I can write, I am learning arithmetic and music. 
The Doctor saw with astonishment and delight,this new 
creation. Gentlemen of the legislature, you have long 
received the silent though expressive, praise and grati- 
tude of the deaf and dumb—may I not say they have 
spoken your praise to an admiring country. 

Give to these unfortunates the light they implore at 

our hand, and they too will sing your praise in grate 
fal notes not less expressive or less sincere. 


DEBTS AND TAXES OF THE COUNTY OF PHIL- 
ADELPHIA. 


We copy the following from the daily papers; we do 
not know in which of them it first appeared. 


Statement of the debts and taxes of the county of 
Philade)phia,and the incorporated districts thereof; and 


also of the city of Philadelphia. The taxes aré for 
1833, and the debts as they stood on the Ist of Janua- 
ry, 1834, 


Debts of the county of Philadelphia. 





1. Loans $251,825 00 
2. Road damages 25,700 00 
3. For the use of the Board of Health 16,128 81 

Total, $293,653 81 


Taxes of the county of Philadelphia, including state 
tax, 60-100 in the $100 on real estate, 


District of Spring Garden. 








Loans, permanent 140,000 06 
Temporary 32,553 99 
Total $172,553 99 


Taxes—Corporation, 80-100—Lamp and watch; 
20-100—County and state, 60-100—Poor, 34-100. To- 
tal, $1 94-100 in the $100, 


District of the Northern Liberties. 
Loans $137,000 


Taxes—Corporation, 60-100—County and state, 
60-100—Poor, 34-100. Total, $1 54-100 in the $100, 


District of Kensington, 
Debts about $70,000 


Taxes—Corporation, 75100—County and state, 
60-100—Poor, 34-100. Total, $1 69-100 in the $100. 


Incorporated Township of Moyamensing. 
Loans, temporary and permanent $48,000 
Taxes—Poor, 40-100—Road, 40-100—Lamp and 
watch, 40 100—Pump,25-100—Schuylkillwater,20-100 
—County and state,60-100, Total $2 25-100 in the $100, 


District of Southwark. 
Loans $130,000 


Taxes—Corporation,70-100—County and state,60-100 
—Poor, 34-100. ‘Total, $1 64-100 in the $100, 


The debt of the City of Phiiadelphia is 
: po ig $2,110,600 00 
The annual interest of which is 110,231 09 
The taxes are, City, 75-100—County and state, 
60-100—Poor, 34-100. Total, $1 69-100 in the $100. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mint or THE Unirep States. 
Philadelphia, 1st January, 1834, ¢ 
Sir— 

I have the honor to submit a report on the general 
transactions of the Mint during the last year, 

The Coinage effected within that period amounts to 
$3,765,710, comprising $978,550 in gold coins, $2,759,- 
000 in silver, $28,160 in copper, and consisting of 
10,307,790 pieces of coin, viz: 


Half Eagles, 193,630 pieces, making $968,150 











Quarter Eagles 4,160 as ye 10,400 
Half Dollars 5,206,000 = a. 2,603,000 
Quarter Dollars 156,000 a. i 59,000 
Dimes 485,000 os 9 48,500 
Half Dimes 1,370,000 ,, 4, 68,500 
Cents 2,739,000 9 99 27,390 
Half Cents 154,600 ” »”» 770 

10,307,790 $3,765,710 











Of the amount of gold coined within the past year, 
about $85,000 were derived from Mexico, South Ameri- 
ca and the West Indies; $12,000 from Africa; $868,000 
from the gold region of the United States, and about 
$13,000 from sources not ascertained. 

Of the amount of gold of the United States above 
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mentioned, about $104,000 may be stated to have been 
received from Virginia, $475,000 from North Carolina, 
$66,000 from South Carolina, $216,000 from Georgia, 
and about $7,000 from Tennessee. 

The annexed statement exhibits the quantity of gold 
received from the several <listricts of the United States, 
which have thus far produced it in quantities sufficient 
to be an object of regard, commencing with the year 
1824. Previously to that period, gold had been re- 
ceived at the mint only from North Carolina, from 
which quarter it was first transmitted for coinage in 
1804. During the interval, however, fromthat date to 
1823 inclusive, the average annual amount had not ex- 
ceeded $2,500. 

In the report of 1st January 1833, it was remarked 
that the quantity of gold of the United States brought 
to the mint within the year 1832, was regarded, accord- 
ing to estimates entitled to great respect, as not much 
exceeding one-half of the quantity produced from the 
mines within the year; nearly an equal amount being 
supposed to have been exported uncoined, or consum- 
ed in the Arts. Nothing has since occurred to create a 
doubt of the correctness of that conjecture. It is al- 
together probable,that the remark is equally true in re- 
gard to the last year, and that the amount of gold de- 
rived from the United States within that period, has ex- 
ceeded one million and a half of dollars. This sum it is 
believed, is not less than about one-fifth of the amount 
of gold produced, within the same period, from all oth- 
er sources in Europe and America, estimated according 
to the best authorities. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect 
Your obedient serv’t 
SAM’L MOORE. 

Tar PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STaTES. 

Statement of the amount of gold produced annually 
from the gold region of the United States, from the 
year 1824 to 1833 inclusive. 
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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE REMOVAL 
OF THE DEPOSITS. 


(Continued from vol. xii. page 416. ) 


Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a Report uponthe subject of the Removal of the Pub- 
lic Deposits from the Bank of the United States. — 
December 4, 1833. Read, and laid upon the table. 


Treasury DEeraRTMENT, 
December 3, 1833, 
To the Hon. Anprew STEVENSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


Sir: In pursuance of the power reserved to the Sec. 
retary of the Treasury by the act of Congress, entitled 
** An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of 
the United States,” I have directed that the deposits of 
the money of the United States shall not be made in the 
said bank or branches thereof, but in certain State 
banks which have been designated for that purpose; 
and I now proceed to lay before Congress the reasons 
which induced me to give this order and direction. 

The sixteenth section of the law above mentioned is 
in the following words: “And be it further enacted, that 
the deposits of the money of the United States, in places 
in which the said bank and branches thereof may be 
established, shall be made-in said bank or branches 
thereof, unless the Secretary of the Treasury shall at 
any time otherwise order and direct; in which case, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall immediately lay before 
Congress, if in session, and if not, immediately after 
the commencement of the next session, the reasons of 
such order or direction.” 

It has been settled by repeated adjudications, that a 
charter granted by a State to a corporation like that of 
the Bank of the United States,is a contract between the 
sovereignty which grants it, and the Stockholders. The 
same principle must apply to a charter granted by the 
United States; and consequently the act incorporating 
the bank isto be regarded asa contract between the 
United States of the one part, and the stockholders of 
the other; and by the plain terms of the contract, as 
contained in the section above quoted, the stockholders 
have agreed that the power reserved to the Secretary 
over the deposits shall not be restricted to any particu- 
lar contingencies, but be absolute and unconditional, 
as far as their interests are involved in the removal. The 
order, therefore, of the Secretary of the Treasury di- 
recting the public money to be deposited elsewhere, 
can in no event be regarded as a violation of the con- 
tract with the stockholders, nor impair any right secur- 
ed to them by the charter. ‘The Treasury Department 
being entrusted with the administration of the finances 
of the country, it was always the duty of the Secretary, 
in the absence of any legislative provision on the sub- 
ject, to take care that the public money was deposited 
in safe keeping, in the hands of faithful agents, and in 
convenient places, ready to be applied according to the 
wants ofthe Government.The law incorporating the bank 
has reserved to him,in its full extent, the power he be- 
fore possessed. It does not confer on him a new power, 
but reserves to him his former authority without any 
new limitation. The obligation to assign the reasons 
for his direction to deposit the money of the United 
States elsewhere, cannot be considered as a restriction 
of the power, because the right of the Secretary to de- 
signate the place of deposit was always necessarily sub- 
ject to the control of Congress. And as the Secretary 
of the Treasury presides over one of the Executive De- 
partments of the Government, and his power over this 
subject forms a part of the executive duties of his of- 
fice, the manner in which it is exercised must be sub- 
ject to the supervision ofthe officer to whom the consti- 
tution has confided the whole executive power, and has 
required to take care that the laws be faithfully execut- 
ed. 

The faith of the United States is, however, pledged, 
according to the terms of the section above quoted, that 
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the public money shall be deposited in this bank, ‘un- 


less the Secretary of the Treasury shall otherwise order 
and direct.” And as this agreement has been entered 
into by Congress in behalf of the United States, the 
place of deposit could not be changed by a legislative 
act, without disregarding a pledge which the Legisla- 
ture has given; and the money of the United States 
must, therefore, continue to be deposited in the bank 
until the last hour of its existence, unless it shall be 
otherwise ordered by the authority mentioned in the 
charter. The power over the place of deposit for the 
public money would seem properly to belong to the Le- 

islative Department of the Government. And it is 

ifficult to imagine why the authority to withdraw it 
from this bank was confided exclusively to the Execu- 
tive. But the terms of the charter appear to be too 
plain to admit of question, And although Congress 
should be satisfied that the public money was not safe 
in the care of the bank, or should be convinced that the 
interests of the people of the United States imperiously 
demanded the removal, yet the passage of a law direct- 
ing it to be done would be a breach of the agreement 
into which they have entered. 

Assuming this to be the true construction of the char- 
ter of the bank, it must be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to withdraw the deposits of the public 
money from that institution, whenever the change 
would, in any degree, promote the public interest. It 
is not necessary that the deposits should be unsafe, 
in order to justify the removal. The authority to re- 
move is not limited to such a contingency. The bank 
may be perfectly solvent,and prepared to meet prompt- 
ly all demands upon it; it may have been faithful in the 
performance of its duties, and yet the public interest 
may require the deposits to be withdrawn. Andas that 
cannot be done without the action of this department, 
the Secretary of the Treasury would betray the trust 
confided to him, if he did not cause the deposits to be 
made elsewhere, whenever the change would advance 
the public interests or convenience. The safety of the 
deposits, the ability of the bank to meets its engage- 
ments, its fidelity in the performance of its obligations, 
are only a part of the considerations by which his 
judgment must be guided. The general interest and 
convenience of the people must regulate his conduct. 

The principle was distinctly asserted by Mr. Craw- 
ford, when he was the Secretary of the Treasury, soon 
after the bank obtained its charter. Ina postscript to 
his letter to the President of the Mechanics’ Bank, of 


New York, dated February 13, 1817, he says, * The | 


Secretary of the Treasury will always be disposed to 
support the credit of the State banks, and will, invaria- 
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by Mr. Crawford would have led him to the removal of 
the whole amount of the public money to the State 
banks, ifa pressure on the part of the Bank of the 
United States had rendered such a measure necessary, 
in order to support the State banks ‘‘in their legitimate 
exertions to maintain their credit.” 

The language of the law, therefore, and the usage 
and practice of the government under it, established 
the following princi; les: 

Ist. That the power of removal was intended to be 
| reserved exclusively to the Secretary of the treasury, 

and that, according to the stipulations in the charter, 
| Congress could not direct it to be done. 
| 2d. That the power reserved to the Secretary of the 
Treasury does not depend for its exercise merely on 
the safety of the public money in the hands of the bank, 
nor upon the fidelity with which it has conducted it- 
self; but he has the right to remove the deposits, and it 
is his duty to remove them whenever the public inter- 
est or convenience will be promoted by the change. 

Taking these two principles as unquestionable, I pro- 
ceed to state the reasons which induced me to believe 
that it was necessary for the interest and convenience 
| of the people that the Bank of the United States should 
cease to be the depository of the public money. 

The charter of the bank, will expire, according to 
the existing law on the subject, on the Sd of March, 
1836; and fur two years after the termination of the 
charter, it is authorized to use the corporate name for 
| the final settlement and liquidation of the affairs and ac- 
counts of the corporation, and for the sale and disposi- 
tion of their estate, but not for any other purpose. It is 
the duty of the Executive Departments of the Govern- 
ment to exercise the powers conferred on them, and to 
regulate the discretion confided to them, according to 
the existing laws; and they cannot be allowed to spec- 
ulate on the chances of future changes, by the legisla- 
tive authority. Perhaps there may be cases in which 
(the discretion vested in an Executive Department 

might, with propriety, be in some degree influenced by 

the expectation of future legislation; but they must be 

cases in which the principles of justice, or the public 

interests, manifestly call for an alteration of the law; or 

where some expression of the public opinion has strong- 
| ly indicated that a change will probably be made, But 

where nothing of this kind exists, an Executive officer 
_of the Government is not authorized to regulate a dis- 
cretion which the law has entrusted to him, upon the 
assumption that the law will be changed. 

In deciding upon the course which it was my duty to 
_ pursue in relation to the deposits, I did not feel myself 
| justified in anticipating the renewal of the charter on 














bly, direct transfers from the deposits of the public mo- | either of the above mentioned grounds, It is very evi- 
ney, in aid of their legitimate exertions to maintain their ; dent that the bank has no claim to renewal founded on 
credit. But as the proposition of the Bank of the Unit-| the justice of Congress. For, independently of the ma- 
ed States excludes the idea of pressure on its part, no | ny serious and insurmountable objections which its own 
measure of that nature appears to be necessary at this| conduct has furnished, it cannot be supposed that the 
time. Other passages in the correspondence of Mr. | grant to this corporation, of exclusive privileges, at the 
Crawford with the banks, about the period above men- | expense of the rest of the community for twenty years, 
tioned might be referred to, equally indicating the same | can give it a right to demand the still further enjoyment 
opinion; and, at that day, no doubt seems to have been of its profitable monopoly. Neither could I act upon 
entertained of the power or of the duty ofthe Secretary, | the assumption that the public interest required the re- 
in relation to this subject. It does not appear to have | charter of the bank; because I am firmly persuaded that 
been then even suggested that the right of removal de-| the law which created this corporation in many of its 
pended on the solvency of the bank, or the safety of provisions is not warranted by the constitution; and that 
the public money committed to its custody; on the con-| the existence of such a powerful moneyed monopoly is 
trary, in the passage above quoted, the superior safety | dangerous to the liberties of the people, and to the pu- 
of the State banks is by no means regarded as necessa- | rity of our political institutions. j 

ry to give him the right to make the transfer to them;| ‘The manifestations of public opinion, instead of being 
for he declares that he will give the deposits to the | favorable to a renewal, have been decidedly to the con- 
State banks, on account of their weakness, and to pro-| trary. And I have always regarded the result of the 
tect them from the Bank of the United States, if, by | last election of President of the United States as the 
means of its superior strength, it sought to oppress! declaration ofa majority of the people that the charter 
them. Nor can any distinction be taken between the| ought not to be renewed. It is not necessary to state 
transfer of a part, and the transfer of the whole sum | here what is now a matter of history. The question of 
remaining on deposit. The language of the charter re-| the renewal of the charter was introduced into the elec- 
cognizes no such distinction; and the principle asserted | tion by the corporation itself, Its voluntary application 
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to Congress for the renewal ofits charter four years be- | at that time to provide a substitute which would ward 
fore it expired, and upon the eve of the election of Pre- | off the evil. The notes of the Bank of the United 
sident, was understood on all sides as bringing foward , States in circulation on the 2d of September last, which 
that question for incidental decision at the then ap-| was the date of the latest return before me, when the or- 
proaching election. It was accordingly argued on both | der for removal was given, amounted to $18,413, 287 07, 
sides before the tribunal of the people, and their ver- | scattered in every part of the United States. And ifa 
dict pronounced against the bank by the election of the | safe and sound currency were immediately provided, on 
candidate who was known to have been always inflexi- | the termination of the charter, to take the place of these 
bly opposed to it. notes, it would still require time to bring it into general 

Under these circumstances, I could not have been | use, and, in the interim, the people would be subjected 
justified, upon either of the grounds above mentioned, | to all the inconveniences and losses which necessarily 
in anticipating any change in the existing laws in rela-' arise from an unsound state of the currency. The evfl 
tion to the bank; and as the act of Congress which cre- | would be so great, and the distress so general, that it 
ated the corporation, limits its duration to the 3d of| might even compel Congress against its wishes to rechar- 
March, 1836, it became my duty, as Secretary of the | ter the bank. And perhaps more effectual means could 
Treasury, in executing the trust confided to me under | hardly be devised for ensuring the renewal of the char- 
the law, to look to that period of time as the termina-/| ter. It is evident that a state of things so much to be 
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tion of its corporate existence. I had no sufficient | 
grounds for presuming that the law would be altered in| 
this respect by future legislation, and a new charter be | 
granted to the bank. It was, therefore, incumbent up- | 
on me, in discharging my official duties, to act upon the | 
assumption that this corporation would not continue in | 
being after the time above specified. And in this state | 
of things, without any reference to the manner in which | 
the bank had conducted itself, it became necessary to | 
decide whether the deposits ought to remain in the | 
bank until the end of its corporate life, or be removed at | 
some earlier period. In forming my opinion on this | 
subject, I could only inquire which of these measures | 
would most conduce to the public good. 
It is obvious that the interests of the country would | 
not be promoted by permitting the deposites of the pub- | 
lic money to continue in the bank until its charter ex- 
pired. Judging from the past, it is highly probable 
that they will always amount to several millions of dol- 
lars. It would evidently produce serious inconyenience, 
if such a large sum were left in possession of the bank | 
until the last moment of its existence, and then be sud- 
denly withdrawn, when its immense circulation is re- 
turning upon it to be redeemed, and its private deposi- | 
tors removing their funds into other institutions, The | 
ability of the bank, under such circumstances, to be 
prompt in its payments to the Government, may well be | 
doubted, even if the ultimate safety of the deposits 


deprecated can only be avoided by timely preparation; 
and the continuance of the deposits can only be justified 
by the determination to renew the charter. The State 
banks can, I have no doubt, furnish a general circulat- 
ing medium, quite as uniform in value as that which has 
been afforded by the Bank of the United State, Proba- 
bly more so. For it is well known that in some of the 
cities the branches of the bank have been in the habit, 
whenever they thought proper, of refusing to honor the 
notes of their own bank, payable at other branches, 
when they were not offered in discharge of a debt due 
to the United States. Buta currency founded on the 
notes of State banks could not be suddenly substituted 
for that heretofore furnished by the Bank of the United 
States, and take the place of it, at the same moment, in 
every part of the Union. It is essential that the change 
should be gradual, and sufficient time should be allow- 
ed to suffer it to make its way by the ordinary opera- 
tions of commerce, without requiring a hasty and violent 
effort, 

In this view of the subject, it would be highly injudi- 
cious to suffer the deposits to remain in the Bank of the 


| United States, until the close of its corporate existence, 


And as they cannot be withdrawn without the action of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, it must unavoidably be- 
come his duty, at some period of time, to exercise the 
power of removal. Laying aside, therefore, for the 
present, all the considerations which the misconduct of 


eould be relied upon. Besides, the principal circulating | the bank has furnished, the question presented to this 
medium now in the hands of the people, and the one | department was, how long could the removal be delay- 
most commonly used in the exchange between distant | ed consistently with the public interests? It isa ques- 
places, consists of the notes of the Bank of the United | tion of time only. The duty must be pertormed at some 
States, and its numerous branches, The sudden with- | period, and could not be altogether omitted, without 
drawal of its present amount of circulation, or its sudden | justly incurring a heavy responsibility to the community 
depreciation before any other sound and convenient cur- | for all the consequences that might follow. And it is, 
rency was substituted for it, would certainly produce | I think, apparent that the measure was delayed as long 
extensive evils, and be sensibly felt among all classes of | as was compatible with the interest of the people of the 
society, | United States. 

It is well understood that the superior credit hereto-| The monthly statement of the bank, of the 2d Sep- 
fore enjoyed by the notes of the Bank of the United | tember last, before referred to, shows that the notes of 
States, was not founded on any particular confidence in | the bank and its branches, then in circulation, amount- 
its management or solidity. It was occasioned altogeth- | ed to $18,413,287 07, and that its discounts amounted 
er by the agreement on behalf of the public, in the act | tothe sum of $62,653,359 59. ‘The immense circula- 
of incorporation, to receive them in all payments to the | tion above stated, pervading every part of the United 
United States; and it was this pledge on the part of the | States, and most commonly used in the business of com- 
Government which gave general currency to the notes merce between distant places, must all be withdrawn 
payable at remote branches. The same engagement in | from circulation when the charter expires. If any of the 
favor of any other moneyed institution would give its | notes then remain in the hands of individuals, remote 
notes equal credit, and make them equally convenient | from the branches at which they are payable, their im- 
for the purposes of commerce. But this obligation on | mediate depreciation will subject the holders to certain 
the part of the United States will cease on the 3d of| loss. Those payable in the priucipal commercial cities 
March, 1836, when the charter expires; and as soon as | would, perhaps, retain nearly their nominal value; but 
this happens, all the out-standing notes of the bank will | this would not be the case with the notes of the interior 
lose the peculiar value they now possess; and the notes | branches, remote from the great marts of trade. And 
payable at distant places become as much depreciated | the statements of the bank will show that a great part 
as the notes of local banks. And if. in the mean time, | of its circulation is composed of notes of this descrip- 
no other currency is substituted in its place by common | tion. The bank would seem to have taken pains to in- 
consent, it is easy to foresee the extent of the embar | troduce into common use such a description of paper as 
rassment which would be caused by the sudden derange- | it could depreciate, or raise to its par value, as best 
ment of the circulating medium, It would be too late} suited its own views; and it is of the first importance to 
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the interests of the public that these notes should all be | and it was proper that time should be allowed them to 


taken out of circulation, before they depreciate in the | 


hands of the individuals who hold them; and they ought 
to be withdrawn gradually, and their places supplied, as 


they retire, by the currency which will become the sub- | 


stitute for them. How long will it require, for the or- 
dinary operations of commerce, and the reduction of 


discounts by the bank, to withdraw the amount of cir- | 
culation before mentioned, without giving a shock to | 
the currency, or producing a distressing pressure on the | 


community? I am convinced that the time which re- 


make arrangements with one another throughout the 
country, in order that they might perform their duties 
in concert, and in a manner that would be convenient 
and acceptable to the public. It was essential that a 
change so important in its character, and so extensive in 
its operation upon the financial concerns of the country, 
should not be introduced without timely preparation. 
There was nothing in this proceeding, nor in the condi- 
tion of the bank, which should at that time have produ- 
_ced a sudden and entire change of its policy. For, in 


mained for the charter to run, afier the 1st of October, | addition to the ordinary receipts from bonds given on 
(the day on which the first order for removal took ef- | account of previous importations, the season was at 
fect,) was not more tlian was proper to accomplish the | hand when the cash duties on woollens might well be 
object with safety to the commun ity. And if it had de- | expected to be very productive, and from these two 
pended upon my judgment at an earlier period, { should | sources the receipts from the customs were in fact unu- 
have preferred and should have taken a longer time. | sually large, and the amount of the public deposits in 
Enough, however, is yet left, provided no measures are | the bank proportionably heavy. The capacity of the 
adopted by the bank for the purpose of inflicting unne- | bank, therefore, at this time, to afford facilities to com- 


‘eessary suffering uponthe country. Apart therefore | merce, was not only equal, but greatly superior to what 


from any considerations arising out of the conduct of the 


day when it would cease to exist, the withdrawal of the 
deposits appeared to be required by the public interest, 


by this department, 
This opinion is confirmed by the ground taken in fa- 


sity of preparing to wind up its concerns, if the charter | 


was not to be renewed, made it proper that the question | 


should at once be decided. Very little more than half. 
of that time yet remains, And although I do not con- 
cur in the opinions then expressed, and believe that the 
application was ill-timed and premature, yet the argu- 
ments then relied on, by many whose judgment is enti- 
tled to respect, afford strong grounds for concluding 
that the measure now adopted is not objectionable on 
the score of time; and that if the deposits were not to 
continue in the bank until the termination of its charter, | 
their withdrawal could not with propriety be longer de- 
layed. 
There is, however, another view of the subject, which, | 
in my opinion, made it impossible further to postpone 
the removal. About the Ist of December, 1832, it had 
been ascertained that the present Chief Magistrate was | 
re-elected, and that his decision against the bank had | 
thus been sanctioned by the people. At that time the | 


_ it had been for some time before; and the nature of the 
bank, and looking merely to the near approach of the | 


inquiry made of the State banks, confined as it was to 
the four principal commercial cities, showed that the 


immediate withdrawal of the entire deposi's. from the 
at the time when the first order for removal was given | 


bank, so as to distress it, was not contemplated. And 
if any apprehensions to the contrary were felt by the 


| bank, an inquiry at this department would no doubt 
vor of the renewal of the charter; at December session, | 
1831. It was then urged that the short period which | 
yet remained of its corporate existence, and the neces. | 


have been promptly and satisfactorily answered. And 
certainly it was the duty of the bank, before it adopted 
a course oppressive to the whole country, to be sure of 
the ground on which it acted. It can never be justified 
for inflicting a public injury, by alleging mistaken opin- 
ions of its own, when the means of obtaining information, 


absolutely certain, were sv obviously within its reach. 


The change was already designed to be gradual, and the 
conduct of the bank itself has since compelled me to re- 
move a portion of the deposits earlier than was original- 
ly intended. There was nothing, therefore, in the in- 
quiry before mentioned, nor in the views of the Exe- 
cutive Department, nor in the condition of the bank, 
which justified a sudden and oppressive change in its 
policy. 

The situation of the mercantile claims also rendered 
the usual aids of the bank more than ever necessary to 


"sustain them in their business. Their bonds for previ- 
_ ous importations were, as before stated, constantly be- 


coming due, and heavy cash duties were almost daily to 
be paid. ‘I'he demands of the public upon those engag- 
ed in commerce were consequently unusually large, 


discounts of the bank amounted to $61,571,625 66. | and they had a just claim to the most liberal indulgence 
Although the issue which the bank took so much pains | from the fiscal «gent of the Government, which had for 
to frame had now been tried, and the decision pronownc- | 80 many years been reaping harvests of profits from the 
ed against it, yet no steps were taken to prepare for its | deposits of the public money. But the bank about this 


approaching end. On the contrary, it proceeded to en- | 
large its discounts, and, on the 2d of August, 1833, they | 
amounted to $64,160,349 14, being an increase of | 
more than two and a half millions in the eight months | 
immediately following the decision against them. And | 


so far from preparing to arrange its affairs with a view | 


to wind up its business, it seemed, from this course of | 
conduct, tobe the design of the bank to put itself in | 
such an attitude, that at the close of its charter, the | 
country would be compelled to submit to its renewal, or | 
to bear all the consequences of a currency suddenly de- ' 
ranged, and also a severe pressure for the immense out- 
standing claims which would then be due to the corpo- | 
ration. While the bank was thus proceeding to enlarge | 
its discounts, an agent was appointed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury to inquire upon what terms the State 
banks would undertake to perform the services to the | 
Government which have heretofore been rendered by | 
the Bank of the United States; and also to ascertain | 
their condition in four of the principal commercial cities, | 
for the purpose of enabling the department to judge | 
whether they would be safe and convenient depositories | 
for the public money. It was deemed necessary that 
suitable fiscal agents should be prepared in due season 





time changed its course. 
By the monthly statement of the bank, 
dated 2d August, 1833, it appears 
that its loans and domestic bills of ex- 
change, purchased and on hand, 
amounted to $64,160,349 14 
By the monthly statement of the 2d of 
September, 1853, they appear to 
have been 
By that of the 2d October, 1833, they 
were 60,094,202 93 


$4,066,146 21 


62,653,359 59 








Reduction in two months 

By the same papers it appears that the 
public deposits including those for 
the redemption of the public debt, 
the ‘Treasurer’s,and those of the pub- 
lic offices, were in August 7,599,931 47 
September ° ‘ 9,182,173 18 
October i i. ; 9,868,435 58 








Inc’se of the public deposits in 2 months $2,268,504 11 





Total amount collec’d from the commu’y $6,334,650 32 
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Thus upwards of six millions of dollars were with- two succeeding months, the collections of the bank 
drawn from the business of the country by the Bank of | would probably have exceeded five miliions more, and 
the United States in the course of two months. This, | the State banks would have been obliged to curtail in 
of itself, must have produced a pressure on the money | an equal sum. The reduction of bank accommodations 
market, affecting all commercial transactions. Butthe ; to the amount of nineteen millions of dollars in four 
curtailment in the bank accommodations of the commu- | months, must have almost put an end to trade; and be- 
nity was much larger. The policy adopted by the Bank | fore the 1st of October this pressure in the principal 
of the United States, compelled the State banks to take | commercial cities had become so intense, that it could 
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the same course in self defence; and the Bank of the 
United States appears to have resorted to the expe- 
dient of drawing from the State banks the balances due, 
in specie, and to have hoarded up the article in its own 
vaults. 

In August, 1833, that bank had in spe- 


cie ; ; $10,023,677 38 
September : ° 10,207,649 20 
October . 10,663,441 51 


ce ee 


Showing an increase of specie in two 


months, of $639,764 13 











This sun, it is believed, was chiefly drawn from the 
State banks. ‘To fortify themselves, those banks were 
compelled to call on their debtors, and curtail their ac- 
commodations; and also a large proportion of these calls 
is always paid in their own notes, that, to obtain 
$100,000 in specie, they are probably obliged to call 
for four or five times that amount. ‘l'o replace the 
specie taken from them by the Bank of the United 
States, and to provide for their own safety, the State 
banks, therefore, must have curtailed from two to three 
millions of dollars. On the whole, it is a fair estimate, 
that the collections from the community during those 
two months, without any corresponding return, did not 
fall much short of nine millions of dollars. As might 
have been expected, complaints of a pressure upon the 
money market were heard from every quarter. The 
balances due from the State banks had, during the same 
time, increased from $368,969 98 to 2,288,573 19; and, 
from the uncertain policy of the bank, it was appre- 
hended they might suddenly be called for in specie. 
The State banks, so far from being able to relieve the 
community, found themselves under the necessity of 
providing for their own safety. 

A very large proportion of the collections ofthe bank 
in August and September, were in Philadelphia, New 
York, and Boston. * 

In August and September, 

the curtailment in Phila- 

delphia was $195,548 69 
Increase of public deposits 646,846 80 
Actual collections by the bank 
Increase of public deposits 

in New York 
Deduct increase of loans 





842,395 49 


1,396,597 24 
$31,295 38 








Actual collections by the bank 
Curtailments in Boston 717,264 45 
Increase of public deposits 48,069 88 


1,065,301 86 





Actual collections by the bank 765,334 33 








Total collections in the three cities, $2,673,031 68 








It will be perceived that it was solely through the 
increase of the public deposits that the bank raised ba- 
lances against the State banks in New York, and was 
placed in a situation to take from them, at its pleasure, 
large sumsin specie. And when it is considered that 
those curtailments and collections of the Bank of the 
United States necessarily compelled the State banks to 
curtail also, we shall be at no loss to perceive the cause 
of the pressure which existed in the commercial cities 
about the end of the month of September. It was im- 
possible that the commercial community could have sus- 
tained itself much longer under such a policy. In the 
Vow. XIII, 10 





not have been endured much longer without the most 
serious embarrassments. It was then daily increasing; 
and from the best information I have been able to ob- 
tain, [am persuaded that if the public moneys receiv- 
ed for revenue had continued to be deposited in the 
Bank of the United States for two months longer, and 
it had adhered to the oppressive system of policy which 
it pursued during the two preceding months, a wide- 
spread scene of bankruptcy and ruin must have follow- 
ed. There was no alternative, therefore, for the Trea- 


sury Department, but to act at once, or abandon the ‘ 


object altogether. Duties of the highest character 
would not permit the latter course, and I did not hesi- 
tate promptly to resort to the former. 
I have stated the condition of the mercantile classes 
at the time of the removal, to explain why it was im- 
possible to postpone it even for a short period. Under 
other circumstarces, I should have been disposed to 
direct the removal to take effect at a distant day, so as 
to give Congress an opportunity of prescribing, in the 
mean time, the places of deposit, and of regulating the 
securities propet to be taken. It is true that the power 
given to the Secretary of the Treasury to remove the 
deposits from the Bank of the United States necessarily 
carries with it the right to select the places where they 
shall afterwards be made. The power of removal can- 
not be exercised without placing them elsewhere; and 
the right to select is, therefore, contained in the right 
to remove. It is also true that, in my judgment, as 
has already been stated, the public interest would have 
been advanced if the change had taken place at an ear- 
lier pericd. Yet asa few months would, in ordinary 
times, have made no very serious difference, and the 
‘removal had already been delayed until the meeting of 
Congress was approaching, I should have preferred ex- 
ecuting the measure in a manner that would have ena- 
bled the Legislature to act on the subject in advance of 
the actual removal, if it had deemed it proper to do so. 
But the conduct of the bank left me no choice, except 
| between the immediate removal and its final relinquish- 
| 


aN 








ment. For, if the measure had then been suspended, 
to be resumed ata future time, it was in the power of 
the bank to produce the same evil whenever it was again 
}attempted. Putting aside, therefore, from the view of 
| the subject which I am now presenting, all the induce- 

ments which grew out of the misconduct of the bank, 
/and regarding only its approaching end, and the inten- 

sity of the pressure it was then producing,no further de- 
| lay was admissible. 

The facts and reasons above stated appear to hay 
established the following propositions: 

Ist. That it was the duty of this department not to 
act upon the assumption that the legislative power 
would hereafter change the law in relation to the Bank 
of the United States; and it was bound to regulate its 
conduct upon the principle that the existence of this 

corporation would terminate on the 3d of March, 1836, 
2d. The public interest required that the deposits of 

| public money should not continue to be made in the 
Bank of the United States, until the close of its exis- 





tence, but should be transferred to some other place, 


at some period prior to that time. 

3d. The power of removal being reserved exclusive- 
ly to the Secretary of the Treasury,by the terms of the 
charter, his action was necessary in order to effect it, 
and the deposits could not, according to the agreement 
made by Congress with the stockholders, have been re. 
moved by the legislative branch of the Government, un» 
til the charter was at an end. 
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4th. The near approach of the time when the char- 


ter would expire, as well as the condition of the mer- 


cantile community, produced by the conduct of the 
bank, rendered the removal indispensable at the time 
it was begun, and it could not have been postponed to 


a later day, without injury to the country. 


Acting on these principles, I should have felt myself 
bound to follow the course I have pursued in relation to 
the deposits, without any reference to the misconduct 
of the bank. But there are other reasons for the re- 
moval growing out of the manner in which the affairs of 
the bank have been managed, andits money applied, 
which would have made it my duty to withdraw the de- 


posits at any period of the charter. 
(To be continued.) 


WEST-CHESTER RAIL ROAD. 


Pursuant to previous notice, a meeting of the Stock- 
holders of the West-Chester Rail Koad Company was 
held on the 20th day of January, 1834, at the house of 
William Reed, in the borough of West-Chester, for the 
purpose of electing seven Directors of said company for 
the ensuing year, and also for the purpose of taking in- 
to consideration the propriety of making a branch rail 
road from West-Chester,to the Pennsylvania Rail Road, 


in the direction of Thomas’s marble quarries, 


_ Philip Price was called to the Chair, and Wm. Dar- 
lington and Joseph Hemphill, Jr. Esq’rs. were chosen 


Secretaries, 


Dr. Wm. Darlington, President of the Board of Di- 
rectors,then read the report of that Board to the Stock- 
holders, and also the Report of the Treasurer of the 
Company. Which, on motion were’accepted, and or- 


dered to be printed. 
Tarrp Annvat Report 


Of the Directors of the West-Chester Rail Road Com- 


any. 


ie pamgiiey . 
In submitting their Third Annual Report, the Direc- 


tors of the West-Chester Rail Road Company are ena- 
bled to congratulate the Stockholders upon the com- 
pletion of the track, and the opening of the communica- 
tion, on the Columbia railway, into the city of Philadel- 
phia. This desirable event, after a most discouraging 
delay, took place on the 25th of the last month, on 
which day, a number of distinguished gentlemen, men- 
bers of the Legislature, and others, having accepted an 
invitation to visit our borough; entered the Cars in 
Broad Street, passed over the new bridge and inclined 
plane, and after a gratifying excursion, were returned 
and landed at the same place in the evening. Since 
then, the intercourse with the City has been direct, up- 


on the rail road, instead of taking stages at the head of 


the Plane, as heretofore; and has consequently, added 
much to the convenience and comfort of travellers. 
The only circumstance which detracts from the entire 
satisfaction of all concerned, is the necessity which still 
exists, of passing the inclined plane, at Schuylkill, with 
horse power, instead of competent and secure machine- 
ry. It is hoped, however, thatthe state authorities 
will promptly perceive and appreciate the importance 
of adequate arrangements to pass Cars, of every descrip- 
tion, over that difficult portion of the road,with the least 

possible risk to persons and property. The constant 

iability to accident, in passing a plane of such high 
grade, especially with loaded burthen Cars—must remain 
a source of painful anxiety to every reflecting mind, so 
long as the business at that place shall be left to the 
management and discretion of inexperienced or casual 
conductors of horse power; and it is believed that the 
speedy adoption of a more systematic and secure mode 
of transit, under the direction of responsible agents, is 
called for by every considerstion of policy and humani- 
ty. In the mean time, it is proper to observe, that ev- 
ery precaution has been taken, by the Directors of this 
sompany, and those with whom they are connected, to 


WEST-CHESTER RAIL ROAD. 
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insure the utmost degree of safety to passengers and 
property, which careful drivers, extra horses, and the 
most substantial appliances can afford. Their experi- 
ence thus far, they are happy to say, has been entirely 
satisfactory; and itis their intention to omit no means, 
and spare no expense, proper on their part, to render 
the intercouse with the city, by the rail road, as per- 
fect, and beneficial to the community, as possible. 

Since the last report, it was found expedient to call 
in the tenth and last instalment of the capital stock, 
This became necessary, in consequence ot the amount 
of damages awarded to landholders along the line of 
the road,—the construction of additional sidings, or 
turn-outs; and a more durable horse path, which expe- 
rience had shewn to be indispensable; and moreover, 
to enable the Directors to organize an efficient line of 
passenger Cars between the borough and city, and to 
make such further provision of cars, horses, &c, as the 
business of the company might require. These mea- 
sures have chiefly been accomplished. An Union Line 
of passenger cars, of ample capacity for the accommo- 
dation of travellers, and of which the company are pro- 
prietors of one half, was established in May last; and 
continues to run twice each way, daily, between West- 
Chester and Philadelphia. The travelling portion of 
the community have already had a pleasing demonstra- 
tion of the value of our improvement,—not only in the 
celerity and comfort with which their trips are per- 
formed; but also in a material reduction of the charges, 
formerly exacted on the stage route. These benefits, 
however, are but a part of what may now be speedily 
expected, The Directors have made arrangements for 
establishing a line of burthen cars, which will be put in 
operation without delay; and, which, it is confidently 
believed, will cause the advantages of the rail road to be 
sensibly felt by the whole of our active, business-doing 
community, 
By the Treasurer’s statement, hereto an- 

nexed, it appears that the amount of 














capital paid in, is $99,960 00 
The amount of Capital expended, for 
construction of Rail Road, buildings, 
fencing, damages, cars and horses,&c. 96,898 98 
Leaving a balance of capital, (which has 
been advantageously invested,) of 3,061 02 
The amount received for tolls, freights, ———— 
&c. is 7,870 22 
The amount of expenses, for wages of 
agents, drivers, horse keeping, tolls, 
&c. to January 1, 1834, is 4,493 14 
Balance, 3,377 08 
Deduct dividend, declared Jan. 1, 1834, 3,000 00 
Balance on hand, $377 08 


The receipts of the company having, in the opinion 
of the Directors, authorized a dividend of three per 
cent. of the capital stock,the same was according!y de- 
clared on the first instant. 

The impediments hitherto existing, by reason of the 
unfinished portion of the state rail way, and the extra 
arrangements necessarily required by that imperfection, 
have thus far caused the expenditures to bear a large 
proportion to the receipts; but, the communication 
with the city being now completed, it is not thought 
unreasonable to calculate that the future operations of 
the company may be rendered much more productive. 
It is, in fact, only from this date that the rail road can 
be considered as fairly ready for the commencement of 
a regular, advantageous business. 

In their last report, the Directors adverted to the 
subject of a lateral or branch rail road, of about one and 
a half miles in length, to intersect the Columbia rail 
way near the lime and marble quarries, in the Great 
Valley. An act of Assembly has been since passed, 
authorizing the company to construct such branch. For 
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the purpose of enabling the Stockholders to decide 
upon the propriety of undertaking the work, the Di- 
rectors caused a survey and estimate to be made, which 
was laid before a special meeting of the Stockholders, 
on the 2ist of November last; when the question was 
postponed to the present annual meeting. ‘The facili- 
ties which rail roads offer for transporting heavy mate- 
rials, give much positive encouragement to make the 
proposed branch,—by which there would be opened to 
West-Chester and the country adjacent, a new and 
most valuable trade, particularly in lime and limestone; 
as well.as lumber, and other heavy articles, which can 
only be derived from the proposed connection. Not on- 
ly would a large and valuable trade be opened to the 
agricultural and mercantile part of the community, in 
the vicinity of our road, but the connection would also 
enable us to bring a large portion of the citizens of 
the county, who have business at the seat of justice, one 
third nearer,in point of time; whilst it would enable the 
company to derive a consequent and proportionate ad- 
vantage in the conveyance of passengers. The mere 
revenue arising from the use of the branch alone, should 
not be considered as the full amount to be set off 
against the cost of its construction, inasmuch as the 
business which it would diffuse over other parts of the 
road, already made, would be equal, in fact, to an ex- 
tension of some 6 or7 miles of road, for the expense 
of constructing one mile and an half. As the cost of the 
branch, by one route, has been carefully estimated by 
the same accomplished Engineer who located and con- 
structed our main line, and has been found not to 
exceed ten thousand dollars; and as another route has 
been suggested, which, though somewhat more circuit- 
ous, will require less expenditure; it may well merit 
the consideration of the company, whether the under- 
taking ought not now to be attempted. If the present 
Stockhoiders do not incline to furnish the means, them- 
selves, they might authurize an enlargement of the capi- 
tal to the requisite extent, by new subscriptions, under 
such provisions and stipulations as would be equitable 
and just, both to the old and new Stockholders, and 
thereby obtain the means of greatly extending the ben- 
efits of the existing improvement, without at all im- 
pairing the value of the present Stock. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
By order of the Board, 
WM. DARLINGTON, President. 
Jan. 20, 1854, 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 

Receipts and Expenditures of the West-Chester Rail 
Road Company, from its commencement up to the 
completion of the one track, including buildings, 
horses, &c. 





DR. 
To amount of Capital Stock paid in $99,960 00 
CR. 
By whole amount of grading and road for- 

mation 33,766 64 
Sleepers 3,494 20 
Iron, castings, spikes, &c. 12,303 89 
String-pieces, hauling, wharfage, &c. 8,711 324 

Construction of track, including horse- - 
path 10,170 653 
Salaries and wages 4,457 35 
Incidental expenses 1,314 59 
Stone furnished 6,217 05 
Buildings 1,917 83 
Cars and horses 6,559 02 
Real Estate 51 69 
Fencing 4,287 35 
Damages to land, crops, &c. 3,497 33 
Discount paid on money borrowed 72 67 

Expenses belonging to construction of 

road 77 39 
Balance of Capital on hand 5,061 02 
$99,960 00 


eee 








Treasurer of the West-Chester Rail Road Company in 
account with said Company, January 1, 1834, 




















. DR. 

To amount of tolls and freight received £7,719 22 
Damages recovered for injury to road 9 00 
Dividend on Bank stocks 112 00 
3 quarters rent from Warnick 30 00 

$7,870 22 
CR. 

By cash paid Hickman James, agent $550 00 
Horse-feed 609 99 
Expenses 1,428 57 
Drivers’ wages 491 08 
State of Penna. (tolls,) 165 72 
Joint stock account 887 63 
Lancaster Company at settlement up to 

January 1, 1834 360 35 
First Dividend—3 per cent. 3,000 00 
Balance on hand 377 08 

$7,870 22 


All which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. WILLIAMSON, Treasurer. 

January 1, 1834, 

It was then, on motion, Resolved, that the Chairman 
and Secretaries of the meeting act as Judges of the 
Election now to be held for the purpose of electing se- 
ven Directors for said company for the ensuing year. 

When, on counting off, it appeared that Dr. William 
Darlington, David Townsend, Ziba Pyle, Jonathan Val- 
entine, Jonathan Jones, Eusebius Townsend, and Eli- 
hu Chauncey, were unanimously elected, 

The meeting then proceeded to the consideration of 
the subject of constructing a branch rail road, from the 
West-Chester, to the Pennsylvania Rail Ruad, which 
was laid over from the last meeting of the Stockhold- 
ers 

On motion of W. H. Dillingham, Esq. the following 
resolutions were adopted, and ordered to be printed 
with the other proceedings of the meeting. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to construct a branch 
rail road, from the West-Chester rail road to some point 
on the ‘‘ Philadelphia and Columbia rail way,” in the 
vicinity of the lime and marble quarries of the Great 
Valley. 

Resolved, That in order to enable the company to 
construct said branch, the Capital Stock be increased 
the sum of $10,000 by new subscriptions, as authorized 
by the supplement to the act of incorporation; and that 
the Directors be requested to open books for that pur- 
pose, at such times and placesas they may deem expe- 
dient. 

Resolved, That the following be the terms upon 
which (in addition to the provisions of the act of incor- 
poration) the said stock shall be subscribed, viz. A 
separate account shall be kept by the board of Direc- 
tors, of the receipts and expenditures on account of the 
additional stock and branch, and -no dividend shall be 
made on such new stock, norany benefit derived to the 
holders thereof, exceptthe profits arising from the busi- 
ness of the branch road alone, until the expiration of 
six months from and after the completion of said branch; 
after which time the holders of such new stock, and 
the present stockholders, shall be entitled to equal 
privileges and immunities in the corporation, in pro- 
portion to the amount of stock held by them respec 
tively. 

Resolved, That when the said sum of $10,000 shall 
be subscribed, the Directors cause the said branch 
road to be constructed on such route and in such man- 
ner as they shall deem most conducive to the interests 
of the Company. 

PHILIP PRICE, Chairman. 

Wai Dengrecren; ¢ Secretaries, 

Jos. Hempattt, jr. 
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FRANKLIN INSTITUTE, 


The Annual Mecting of the Institute was held at 
their Hall, on Thursday evening, January 16th 1834, 

Mr. C.C. Haven was appointed chairman. 

The Chairman of the Board of Managers presented 
the Annual Report, which was read and ordered to be 
published. 

The resolutions recommended by the Board estab- 
lishing ine Committee on Science and Arts were 
adopted. 

The Tellers reported the result of the Annual Elec- 
tion for Officers and Managers for the ensuing year, 


from which it appeared that the following gentlemen 
were duly elected, viz: 


James Ronaldson, President. 

Isaiah Lukens and Thomas Fletcher, Vice Presi- 
dents, 

William S. Perot, Recording Secretary. 

Isaac Hays, M. D. Corresponding Secretary. 

Frederick Fraley, Treasurer. 


MANAGERS. 


J. Henry Bulkley 
Alexander Ferguson 
Joshua G. Harker 
John Agnew 

John Wiegand 
William B. Reed 
George Fox 
Alexander McGlurg 
*Robert Lindsay 


Samuel V. Merrick 
Abraham Miller 
William H. Keating 
Isaac B. Garrigues 
Rufus Tyler 
John Struthers 
Matthias W. Baldwin 
Mordecai D. Lewis 
Charles H. White 
Thomas Scattergood "Joseph S. Walter, jr. 
Benjamin Reeves *John A. C. Trautwine 
Alexander Dallas Bache ‘*Samuel Hufty. 
(Extract from the Minutes. ) 
C. C. HAVEN, Chairman. 
Witttam S. Penot, Recording Secretary. 
Ata meeting of the Board of Managers held Janua- 
ry 18, 
Mr. Alexander Ferguson was elected Chairman of 
the Board, and 


Messrs. M. W. Baldwin and Frederick Fraley, Cura- 
tors for the ensuing year. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 
To the Franklin Institute of the State of Pennsylvania, 


for the promotion of the Mechanic Arts, the Buard of | 


Managers respectfully submit the Tenth Annual Re- 
port, 


The condition of the Institution, which it is made, by 
the Constitution, the duty of the Managers at this time 
to report to the members of the Institute, is one well 
deserving mutual congratulation, From a small begin- 
ning, in an attempt to diffuse useful knowledge, to pro- 
mote practical science and the mechanic arts, the insti- 
tution has grown to be respected by her members and 
the public, and to feel that her efforts have been 
crowned with a success, which stimulates to new exer- 
tion. 

The growing taste for science, fostered by the lec- 
tures of the Institute, manifests itself, in the most une- 
quivocal manner, by the numbers of the class which 
throng the lecture room the accommodations of which 
it has been necessary to extend by every device which 
the capacity of the room will permit. To the lecturers 
who have by the accumulated labors of past years and 
of the present one, brought about such a result, the 
thanks of the Institute are due, and are given as freely 
as the instruction has been communicated. The course 
of Chemistry, by Professor J. K. Mitchell, which gave 
such general satisfaction during the last year, has had 
new and appropriate interest infused into it during the 
present. The division of the courses of Natural Phil- 
osophy from that on Mechanics has permitted the lec- 
turer, Professor W.R. Johnson, to present to the class 





“New Members. 





new matter for consideration, of a popular as well as of 
a practical kind. To Governeur Emerson, M. D. who 
has for the second time come forward with a course on 
Meteorology, and to J. Millington, Esq. late Professor 
of Natural Philosophy in the Royal Institution of London, 
who is engaged ina most able series of lectures to the 
class on Astronomy, the Managers thus publicly tender 
their thanks. By the aid of these gentlemen the class 
is provided regularly with three lectures during each 
week. 

With a view to the promotion of an interesting branch 
of Science, Geclogy, the Board of Managers have grant- 
ed the use of their lecture room to Henry D, Rogers, 
Esq. late Professor of Chemistry in Dickinson College, 
for the purpose of delivering a course of lectures on 
that subject. To these lectures members of the Insti- 
tute are admitted on a very favorable footing. 

The arrangements made in the other branches of in- 
struction should secure for them the warm support of 
the members of the Institute. The Committee on In- 
struction have placed the Drawing School under the 
charge of Mr. William Mason, whose abilities asa teach- 
er in that branch are extensively known. ‘The accom- 
modations of the school, which were last year increased, 
by allotting to it the front room on the third floor of the 
hall, an excellent, and an efficient discipline combined 
with thorough instruction render this school in every 
respect deserving the patronage of the Mechanic, The 
English school under the charge of Mr. Seth Smith is no 
less efficient, and it is believed by the board that strict 
inquiry into items of expenditure will satisfy the mem- 
bers that the tuition fee fixed in this school is in reality 
not higher than a much less nominal sum might prove 
when added to incidental expenses, which are here not 
liable to be charged. 

As subsidiary to the instructions of the lecture room 
should be noticed those opportunities afforded for the 
acquirement of information, by the library and reading 

room, and for mutual instruction, by the monthly meet- 
| ings for conversation on mechanical and general science. 
| During the year the committee on the Library have ad- 
ded to the limited number of works now in our posses- 
sion whenever the funds at their disposal would permit. 
Donations have been received from many public spirited 
individuals among our members, in the foremost rank 
of whom by the number of their donations ought to be 
stated the names of the enterprising publishers Messrs. 
Carey, Lea & Blanchard. The donations received, 
_with the names ofthe donors attached, have been regu- 
larly placed upon the shelves by the Comm ttee, whose 
duties have been further pursued by the preparation 
of a catalogue of the Library, which is now nearly com- 
pleted. 

The monthly meetings for conversation have proved 
highly acceptable to the members; the absence of form 
and the considerable variety introduced in them have 
led to a regular increase in the attendance upon them: 
their organization requires only to be a little better un- 
derstood to enable each one present to attend in succes- 
sion to every one of the objects which may be, in the 
course of discussion submitted, for examination. 

“As contributing to sustain the spirit of scientific in- 
quiry, the J ournal of the Franklin Institute should be 
noticed in conexion with the foregoing subjects, Pub- 
lished in monthly numbers, furnished at a reasonable 
price, and in both matter and manner worthy of the in- 
stitution from which it emanates, this Journal is winning 
its way into extended notice. Every member of the In- 
stitute, whose means are in any way adequate to it, 
should be a subscriber, recollecting that an increased 
subscription will enable its conductors to add to its effi- 
ciency and will relieve the institution from any charge 
concerning it. The volumes for the past year have con- 
tained 872 pages, of which 495 pages have been of 
original matter, having been devoted to the record of 
American inventions. The labors of the editor may well 
be classed, as they have just been, with original matter, 
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including as they do the reasoned abstract of manuscript 
descriptions, with remarks which the experience of Dr. 
Jones renders particularly valuable. Sixty-eight peri- 
odicals, foreign and domestic, and newspapers; receiv- 
ed in ex-hange for the Journal, are placed at the clis- 
posal of the committee in the Library for the reading 
room by the committee on publication. Of the contri- 
butions to practical science, the experiments on water 
wheels, first undertaken, have been lai! before the pub- 
lic, but the report is yet incomplete: The investigations 
on the explosion of steam boilers will soon be submitted 
to the Treasury Department ofthe United States, under 
the direction of which the experiments have been made, 
and to the public through our Journal. The public 
mind has been, by a course of melancholy accidents, 
but too well prepared for the reception of a report by 
the committee on this subject. ‘The branch of this in- 
quiry relating to the strength of iron and copper has 
been nearly brought toa close. It has already been re- 

orted to the Institute that at the last session of the 
egislature of our state, the secretary of the Common- 
wealth was instructed by the House of Representatives 
to refer to the Managers of the Franklin Institute, a bill 
relating to weights and measures, and to admeasure- 
ment. ‘The committee oppointed to consider this sub- 
ject have obtained from their members an abstract of 
the proceedings in England, France, and of the reports 
upon the same subject in our own country; these docu- 
ments as furnishing valuable matter for the understand- 
ing of the subject, will be at once submitted through 
the pages of the Journal. The committee have report- 
ed in part to the managers, and have stated that their 
labors will require but a few weeks to bring them toa 
close. 

Among the acquisitions made during the year, the 
collections in Natural History betonging to the Maclu- 
rean Lyceum have already been noticed. ‘he miner- 
als of this collection are in the hands of the Committee 
on minerals, who have been engaged in arranging them. 
The other property will be exchanged for articles 
more immediately within the scope of this institution, 

The Model room on the third floor of the Hall, has 
been put in complete order by the Committee on Mod- 
els. The Managers again call the attention of the mem- 
bers to the propriety of making this room the deposito- 
ry for specimens of their skill, the ground work of a mu- 
seum of practical science. 

The success of the exhibition of domestic manufac- 
tures held in October last, has been alluded to in the 
last quarterly report. Since that time the detailed re- 
port of the committee on premiums and exhibitions has 
been received and published in our Journal. The pre. 
miums and certificates of honorary mention awarded to 
successful competitors at the exhibition were publicly 
presented by the President of the Institute in the Socie- 
ty’s Hall. Domestic occurrences led to the disappoint- 
ment of the Managers and of the Institute in the delive- 
ry of the public address which was expected from the 
Hon. Daniel Webster of Massachusetts. The number 
of premiums awarded at the last exhibition was 33, and 
of certificates of honorary mention 48; a reference to 
the list will show that the committee have been true to 
their trust in exciuding from their awards the influence 
of local or sectional feelings. ‘The premium for an im. 
proved lamp for lighting our streets, which the commit- 
tee were enabled to offer through the liberality of the 
councils, has not yet been awarded. The duties of the 
committee on inventions have rather increased during 
the past year, and they deserve the thanks of the board 
for the regularity with which they have discharged 
them. They have had before them thirty-four inven- 
tions either for advice, for decision upon them, or for 
report. One branch of their duties is yet incomplete, 
namely the reference to them of the decision as to the 
successful competitor for the premium for stopping the 
sparks which issue from the chimneys of locomotive en- 
gines, where wood is used for fuel. The committee 
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have examined the different models which have been 
‘submitted to them, and have selected for trial those 
which they have deemed most likely to be successful; 
they have further applied to the Philadelphia and Ger. 
mantown tail road company for permission to make the 
necessary trials upon-their road. In order to remove 
anv source of complaint in relation to their selection of 
machines for trial, they have informed all the inventors 
| who have offered models for examination, that they will 
\if furnished with the machine at the expense of the en- 
| ventors, make trial of it. 

Fully convinced of the benefits which have already 
accrued to the community from the labors of this insti- 
tute, in disseminating information and a spirit of inqui- 

| ry among the mechanics, your board have sought means 
| by which such usefulness may be increased. 

Hitherto, with some exceptions well known to you, 
the labors of the institute have been directed principal- 
ly to the instruction of its members, while the commu- 
nity has not in turn been benefitted by the members to 
the extent which the amount of talent anc information 
possessed by them would warrant the public in expect- 
ing. This defect may be attributed rather to want of 
opportunity than to want of inclination. By our pre- 
sent organization all labors calculated to increase the 
usefulness of the institution are devolved upon its mana- 
gers, and a few others who have shown zeal in its be- 
half, while the mass of its members retire from labor, 
probably because they have not been made to feel 
how useful their exertions may be to the public and to 
themselves. 

An experience of ten years has fully tested the wis- 
dom of the organization of the institute as far as regards 
its fiscal concerns and its economy asa body politic; the 
organization could, probably, not be improved. Your 
board are of opinion that such is not the case with the 
arrangement for the scientific labors of the institution, 
which can only be benefitted by the co-operation of 
those whom education, business in life, and habits ren- 
der peculiarly qualified for the task. Your board in 
conformity with these views, wodld ask your considera- 
tion of the resolutions that accompany this report; the 
object of which is to unite the efforts of those members 
who may be able and willing to take charge of the sci- 
entific duties of the Institute, 

They propose for this purpose, to create a committee 
to be called the Committee on Science and the Arts, 
| This committee to be composed of all members who 

will voluntarily enrol their names and engage to give 
their services. This enrolment being merely intended 
jas a pledge that the members of the Committee stand 
| ready when called upon to render such services as the 
, Institute may require, which they may be competent to 
render, ‘The services required will be to take part in 
committees upon subjects connected with physical sci- 
ence, to examine new machines or other inventions, to 
| discuss such subjects as may be deemed of interest, in 
| the pages of the Journal, and in general such labors as 
may tend tothe dissemination of information connected 
with science and the arts. 

It is believed that there are many of our younger fel- 

| low members who having been during some part of the 
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| last years in attendance upon the lectures and schools of 


| the Institute, are now ready to repay with interest from 
| their acquired stock of knowledge, the benefits which 
‘they may havereceived, These members will by the 
| plan now submitted, be made known to the society, 
| and the benefits of their exertions gained to the institu- 
| tion. 

The Board conclude their report by an exhibit of 

the number of members of the Institute and of the finan- 
ces. 
On the first of January, 1833, there were attached to 
ithe institution 1422 members; during the year there 
have been added 290 members and 53 have resigned or 
are deceased. The present number is 1659, of which 
| 137 are life members. 
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During the present quarter, Messrs. Geo. Jones, Jas. 
Magee, W. H. Ellis, and Isaac B. Garrigues, have be- 
come life members. 

The Treasurer’s report herewith submitted, shows a 
balance in his hands of $1049 57. 

ALEX. DALLAS BACHE, Ch’n. 

Wm. Hamitron, Actuary, 


Resolutions recommended by the Board and adopted by 
the Institute, 


Resolved, That the board recommend to the Insti- 
tute at their annual meeting, the passage of the follow- 
ing sesolutions: 

Ist. Resolved, That the committee on inventions 
heretofore appointed by the Board of Managers shall be 
-extended under the title of committee on ‘* Science and 
the Arts,” and that the number composing said commit- 
tee shall hereafter be unlimited. 

2d. Resolved, Vhat the committee on *‘ Science and 
the Arts,” shall consist of such members of the Institute 
as shall voluntarily enrol their names as members there- 
of in a book to be prepared for the purpose, and who 
will by enrolling their names pledge themselves to per- 
form such duties to be hereinafter described, as may 
devolve upon them, and to sustain by their labors the 
scientific character of the Institute. 

1. It shall be the duty of that committee to hold pe- 
riodical meetings at the Hall of the Institute, at such 
times as they may deem expedient, to enact rules for 
their own regulation, and to appoint a member to pre- 
side over their deliberations. 

2. it shall be the duty of said committee to examine 
either as a body, or by sub-committees, all inventions 
that may be submitted, and to make a detailed descrip- 
tive report, giving their opinion with candor and impar- 
tiality on the inventions submitted in the manner now 

ractised by the committee of inventions. 

3. It shall be the duty of that committee to conduct 
by sub-committee or otlierwise, such scientific investiga- 
tions as may be deemed worthy of consideration, and to 

ublish the results in the Journal of the Institute, 

4. It shall be the duty of that committee by sub- 
committee or otherwise, to inquire and report into the 
state of tie Arts generally, or into the state of any 
branch thereof, when called upon to do so, in order to 
disseminate useful practical information, or historical 
facts in relation thereto. 

5. To that committee shall be confided in general, the 
Scientific duties which devolve upon the Institution, 
tending to mutual instruction and the dissemination of 
knowledge, and which are not specially instructed by 
the constitution to the officers of the Institute. 

3d. Resolved, That the said committee shall be gov- 
erned in the expenditure of money by the same rules 
as govern all other standing committees, and it shall not 
be competent to them to contract any debts, until they 
shall have been authorized by an appropriation made 
by the Board of Managers, upon the requisition of the 
committee. 

Ath. Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the chair- 
man of the committee on Science and the Arts, to report 
the proceedings of the committee to the Board of Mana- 
gers, at least three weeks previous to each quarterly 
meeting of the Institute, in order that the information 
therein contained, may be included in the quarterly re- 
port: and report to the Institute whenever they are di- 
rected so to do. 

Sth. Resolved, That the chairman of the committees 
shall be elected annually at the first meeting afier the 
annual meeting of the Institute. 


CLEARFIELD. 


. Several editors of newspapers, we observe, are very 
punctual in keeping the public informed of the doings 
in their towns, the improvements making, the public 


| houses, the increase and advantages of trade, &c. all 


answering one purpose at any rate—the filling up of 
_ their respective papers—which is sometimes an object. 
| Now, we, approving of this, and knowing that our vil- 
|lage is not seen by most persons travelling between 
Bellefonte and Erie; and, at the same time, having not 
the least desire to keep her ‘‘ name and fame” from the 
knowledge of the public, deem it proper that we should 
say something concerning it at this time, Let it first be 
understood, that our village is not an incorporated bo- 
| rough—why this is so we are not altogether aware— but 
| we think that before another New Year’s day, if the 
| Legislature does its duty, we will have a Town Council 
|and Burgess elected. We therefore need not boast of 
| our municipal regulations; our Town Hall, our Market- 
| houses, public squares, fashionable streets, &c.; yet 
| without all these, we have quite a snug litile village, 
lying at the bases of some half a dozen hills, not so high 
but you can scan their peaks at one view, all covered 
with a variety of timber and the soil generally good 
abounding in bituminous coal and mostly freed from 
rock or stone, which imparts to our town—lying on a 
level plain—quite a romantic appearance. The old In- 
dian name of our town, is Carnkcracamooss, and to this 
day, there live settlers around it still able to relate an 
account of the occasional visits of the wild man of the 
woods, with many other reminiscenses of ‘* Chinkcla- 
| camoose,”’ highly interesting and curious to those who 
know little ‘*the man of the tomahawk and bunting- 
shirt.”* There is a small stream, a short distance north 
of the town, which still retains its ancient name of 
**Chinkclacamoose.” On this stream, near its mouth, 
stands the town Grist-mill, a saw-mill, a distillery, &c. 
the property of Arex’r Irvin, Esq. 

The west branch of the Susquehanna, * passes silent- 
ly” by the town, except in times of high water or the 
breaking up of the ice, when there is occasionally a leak 
into some of the town lots, or a noise occasioned by 
loading arks and tying rafts and preparing for a trip on 
top of the water to market, in order to get a little of the 
ready money. It contains between SO and 40 families; 
the number to a family we don’t know, but suppose it 
is in the same proportion as in most places—has three 
taverns, five stores, two printing offices, a jail, (we 
mention the jail in time for fear we might forget it, as 
the wall which is made by standing sticks of timber on 
an end—the only way to distinguish it from other build- 
ing—is beginning to give way and in a short time per- 
haps may not be observed at all)—has a brick court 
house, Catholic Chapel, and an Academy, together 
with many other fine edifices not yet built!! There 
are also two tanneries, twocabinet makers, three black- 
smiths, a gunsmith, and several shoemakers and tailors, 
leaving a residue embracing chiefly carpenters squires 
and lawyers. Upon the whole, we have quite an indus- 
trious population—and but little troubled with idlers, 
commonly called ‘* Gentlemen.” And if any call should 
be made for first rate marksmen, on any emergency, we 
would beg leave to reconimend our townsmen as the 
best, for the ‘* hide and tallow” of fine large bullocks 
are frequently won, by three shots, at a centre, thirty- 
five yards off-hand, the whole requiring not more than 
three-eighths of an inch of a string from the pin! ! 

CiearFIELp Towy, lies between three and four miles 
‘north of the Erie turnpike—destitute, as yet, of any 
|leading road or turnpike; however, books are now 

opened to obtain stock to make one from the Snow-shoe 
| turnpike through this place and to intersect the Belle- 
| fonte turnpike near Curwensville—the distance between 
| the two villages is six miles. A bridge across the river 
is building, which, when finished, will bea great induce- 
ment to other improvements, and hasten the period 
when we shall have a turnpike, and with it the line of 
stages to Erie. Banner. 
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* We would recommend to the editor to collect and 
| publish them—Ep. Ree. 
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POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


January Ist, 1834, 
List of Post Offices established, discontinued, and 
Offices, the names of which have been changed since 
the Ist of July last; being the date of the last published 


list of post offices. 





























and pervading distress, and they ask of Congress to 
grant relief. 

Your memorialists ask relief from Congress, because 
they are sure that Congress have the power to grant it. 
The whole of their distress is to be traced to the disor- 
dered state of the currency; and the Ccisordered state of 
the currency is owing, as they believe, entirely to the 
removal of the Government deposits from the Bank of 
the United States. There is no other discernible cause 
that has constributed in the slightest degree to the pre- 
sent disastrous condition ofthe country, and every man 
who is capable of reflecting knows, that this cause is in 
itself sufficient. Your memorialists, therefore, have no 
hesitation in saying, that this unhappy measure, and this 
alone, has suddenly changed the aspect of society, 
spreading gloom, anxiety, suffering and dismay, where 
before there was industry, contentment, and cheerful 
confidence. . 

The cause of the evil being thus obvious, the remedy 
becomes plain. The restoration of the deposits to the 
Bank ofthe United States will restore the circulation, 
and in avery short time bring back to us the means of 
enjoying the bounties of Providence; of which, abun- 
dant as they are, we are now deprived. Why should 
this be denied to us? Why should we be condemned 
to suffer in the midst of abundance? Why should a 
measure be persisted in, which helps no class of the 
community, unless it be those who have money to 
lend, by enabling them to obtain exorbitant usury, 
while it is crushing and destroying the industrious? 

Your memorialists, therefore, earnestly ask that the 
deposits may be restored, and relief thus be granted to 
a suffering people. 











PENNSYLVANIA, 
Adams Cashtown Established. 
Allegheny Wilkin’s do 
Armstrong Horner’s Mills do 
Beaver Little Beaver do 
Berks Manokesey do 
Bradford West Burlington do 
do Rummerfield Creek do 
Bucks Summerville do 
Centre Martha Furnace do 
do Centre Line - do 
do Hannah Furnace do . 
Chester Nottingham do 
do Pickering do 
Crawford South Shenango do 
Erie Harbour Creek do 
Huntingdon Vineyard Milis do 
Juniata Walnut do 
Lancaster Andrew’s Bridge do 
do Coopersville do 
Lycoming Claffin’s do 
McKean Salt Valley do 
Montgomery Billigomingo — do 
do Shannonville do 
Northumberland Bear Gap do 
W ashington Pike Run do 
Adams Whitestown Discontinued. 
Armstrong Worthington do 
Centre Buffalo Run de 
Lycoming Lycoming Creek do 
Philadelphia Ariel do 
do Cedar Grove do 
Pike Naglesville do 
Warren Green Valley do 
Washington Dunningsville do 
Lancaster Earle Changed to 
“Blue Ball 





The following MEMORIAL has been signed by many 
thousands of our citizens, and the subscription is still 
in progress. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled: 

The Memorial of the subscribers—Merchants, Manu- 
facturers, Traders and others, citizens of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, residing in the city and county 
of Philadelphia—respectfully showeth: 

That they are in the midst of unexampled suffering 
and pecuniary distress. That, instead of relief, they 
have only a prospect of continued and increasing mise- 
ry, the severity of which cannot be measured by any 
thing that has yet occurred, It is confined to no class, 
but extends to all. 

The industrious portion of the community, and espe- 
cially those who depend upon their daily exertions for 
the support of themselves and their families, are threat- 
ened with extreme want. Upon many of them, indeed, 
it has come already. The larger channels being exhaust- 
ed or obstructed, the smaller ones fail of supply; and 
what in one part of society ae poverty and insol- 
vency, in apother (and by far the larger) strips them of 


the means of providing themselves with food and rai-|- 


ment: or obliges them to become dependent for both 
upon a scanty and degrading charity. 

It is not necessary for your memorialists to enter into 
details, which in so many ways have come before your 
Honorable bodies. They offer themselves, in sincerity 
and truth, as witnesses of the fact, that there is deep 





GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen—The Messrs. S. & M. Allen, the holders 
of the loan authorized by the act of the 16th February 
last, haying failed to deposit to the credit of the Com- 
monwealth, according to a requisition madeupon them, 
the last monthly instalment of said loan, I deem it my 
duty tocommunicate the fact to the General Assembly, 
and to request that a temporary loan of a sum not less 
than $300,000 may be authorised to be made forthwith 
to satisfy the creditors of the Commonwealth, and to 
enable the State to meet its engagements with contract- 
ors and others employed in the prosecution of the pub- 
lic works, the said sum to be repaid out of the residue 
of the original loan above mentioned, as soon as the same 
can be realized under a new contract, for which propo- 
sals will be forthwith issued, 


GEO. WOLF. 
Harrisburg, Jan, 21, 1834, 





AppotntTMENTS.—The Orphans’ Court have appoint- 
ed Messrs. Richard Rush, George M. Dallas, William 
M. Meredith, William Rawle, Jr. and Jessee R. Bur- 
den, Auditors, to settle and adjust the accounts of the 
Executors of Stephen Girard. 





CITY ELECTION, FOR MAYOR—PITTSBURG. 


Torspar, January 14, 1834, 
Pettigrew. Darragh. Lowry. Total. 
20 











N. Ward, 166 139 325 
E. Ward, 241 118 27 386 
S. Ward, 202 91 22 315 
W. Ward, 235 137 27 399 

844 485 96 1425 


Norristown.—The Norristown Register of Wed- 
nesday, says: ‘*On Thursday last, the twenty-four town 
lots advertised by John Markley, Esq. of this borough, 
were disposed of at public sale, for a sum little short of 
$4,000. <A year since, the value of the entire tract, 
thus disposed of, was estimated at less than $1,800. 
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From the Bucks County Intelligencer. 
A STATEMENT, 

Showing the two extremes of Farenheit’s Thermom- 
eter, situated where there was a free circulation of air, 
and northern exposure, in each month, and the corres- 
ponding day of the month;—Also, the perpendicular 
depth of Rain, which fell during the several months of 
the year 1833—at the residence of J. B. Solebury, 
Bucks county, Penna. 
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1833. Czlos| Srlss] gs. 
MONTHS. Pon |>S) F5/SS) B.S 
aan lQe | Wl NIRS Ee 

— ni Sa 

January. 62° 6} 9° 11) 3,91 
February . 51} 10) 14 2) 1,37 
March é 68 | 23) *2 3] 2,68 
April 4 88 | 30; 34] 16] 0,85 
May : 88 | 19) 44] 6) 7,54 

June . é 84 19) 46 4; 10,95 | 
July . 96; 22; 52/] 191 5,5 

August ; 87 | 15) 48 a4 7,34 | 
September . 88 | 19° 38); 14) 5,49 
October : 80 17| 28 31, 11,95 
November . 73 2} 20 17} 3,00 
December r 50 6| 16 28| 7,22 
~~ * Below Zero. | 67,60 


Being much the largest fall of rain since I have kept | 
an account. 


Inches, Inches. | 

In 1821 there fell 46,00 In 1827 58,00 
22 39,00 28 53,47 

93 53,30 2 53,13 

24 49,70 1830 55,58 

25 44,30 3L 56,10 

26 41,10 32 56,59 | 


50,52 being the average for the last twelve years, | 
1833 not included. 





From the Commercial Herald. 
(From the Custom House Books. ) 


Commence or Partaprteata.—Arrivals at the Port of 
‘Philadelphia, from the Ist of January to the 3lst Decem- 
ber, 1833, inclusive. 
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1833. Bis] &l | s| 3 

nla} ela] ale 

January, ‘ . 7| O| 12} 35] 14] 68 
February, 11] 3} 30} 37; 7] 88 
March, 7| 1| 46] 122) 28) 204 
April, .. 11] 0} 45} 220] 37] 313 
May, 8} 2) 70} 230] 29) 339 
June, . : 8] 7} 61] 229) 25; 330 
July, 14! 3, 84! 2521 54] 407 
August, 13} 3] 49] 167] 4] 272 
September, 4) 5} 61) 209) 39) 318 
October, . . 8} 3) 52] 183] 38; 284 
N ovember, 7| 2: 411 171) 34) 255 
December, 3 5| 37 sf 26] 166 
Total. . .  .  /t01!3429111950'371|3047 





Arrivals and Clearances. 


American Tonnage entered from foreign 
ports in the fourth quarter of 1833. 

Foreign Tonnage entered from foreign 
ports, in the fourth eres of 1833, 

American Tonnage cleared for foreign 


14,485 72 
5,684 20 


ports, in the fourth quarter of 1833. 14,451 31 
Foreign Tonnage cleared for foreign 
ports, in the fourth quarter of 1833. 4,591 01 | 


———— 
ee 
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The following is a statement of the number of bushels 
| of Grain, salt (coastwise,) and Coal, discharged at the 
| port of Philadelphia, for the year 1833:— 

627,654 bushels Corn 


9,890% bush, Flaxseed 
156, 2554 do 


Wheat 378 do Beans & Peas 


77,3024 do Rye 63,9714 do Salt 
45,7604 do Barley|180,145 co Coal, 
94,4544 do Oats. 


GEORGE M. HECKMAN, Measurer. 
U, S. Gazette. 
| January 1, 1834. 





From the Commercial Herald. 


ail | Fiovur Insrection.—Amount of Flour and Meal In- 


spected for the Port of Philadelphia for the year ending 
3lst December, 1833: 


Wheat Flour ‘ . 378.590 barrels. 
do do : 22,725 half do. 
Rye Flour . 40,011 barrels, 
Corn Meal . . - 40,415 do. 
do do “ 7,549 hhds, 
Middlings 2,577 barrels. 


B. DAVIS, Inspector. 
Jan, 6, 1834, 





Commence or PaiLtapetesia.—The following we have 
ascertained is the amount of tonnage empluyed in the 
coasting trade, entered at the Custom-House, in the 
fourth quarter of 1835,*—25,980,31 tons. Of this, the 
principal arrivals were from the following ports, viz: 

77 ° . from ‘ New York 


-* ; yn Baltimore 
30 ; ‘ do ° ‘ Boston 
10 ‘s » +R ahs : » New Orleans. 


* In addition to the above there was a large number 
of cosstwise arrivals in the fourth quarter of 1833, not 
required by law to be entered at the Custom House. 





Bark —The Inspector of Bark has politely furnished 
us with the following statement of the quantity of Bark, 
inspected in 1831, ’32, and 733, viz: 

1831 3975 hhds. 6tierces, 137 brls. 
1832 2235 «§ 2 is9 °« 
1833 3414 * . les 
JOSEPH S. RILEY, Inspector. 
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The navigation of the Delaware has been interrupt- 
ed this week by floating ice—and the Schuylkill has 
been closed. The weather is now more moderate, and 
probably those obstructions will soon be removed. 





We are indebted to a friend at Washington for a 
pamphlet copy of Mr. Binney’s speech, which will be 
inserted, after the document commenced this week, 
shall have been concluded. 





From Mr. Miller we have received the fourth report 
of the Commissioners on the Revised Code, to the Le- 
gislature. 





HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

A Quarterly Meeting of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania will be held at the Philosophical Hall, 
over the Athenzum,on Monday evening, the 3d instant, 
at 7 o’clock. The attendance of the members is par- 
ticularly requested, 


J. R. TYSON, Sec’y. 
February Ist, 1834, 
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